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Karen Scholl  uses a "mama's bite," a tap to encourage the horse to back, to re-estab-
l ish  boundar ies a f ter  the horse snuck in to  her  personal  space.

O f ten t imes ,  when  women  have  ch i l d ren

they say,  " l  was fear less as k id ,  and then
I  had  a  baby .  A l l  o f  a  sudden ,  I  don ' t  r i de
l i ke  I  used  t o . "  Mo the r  Na tu re  k i cks  i n

these surv iva l  ins t inc ts  because i t ' s  not
jus t  you that 's  a t  r isk .  l f  you ' re  harmed,
you  pu t  you r  ch i l d  a t  r i s k ,  as  we l l .  l t

seems l ike  we have an i r ra t iona l  fear ,  but
i t ' s  supposed to  be there.  l t ' s  a  surv iva l
mechan i sm.

More women than men have fear  issues.

Butyou can rep lace fear  by layer ing

more  p ieces  o f  i n fo rma t i on ,  know l -

edge  and  expe r i ence ,  and  by  chang ing
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your  musc le  memory .  When a l l  o f  tha t
happens,  tha t  surv iva l  mechan ism
doesn' t  need to be there because you're
prepared.

I  have  no t  t o l d  a  s i ng le  pe rson  she  needs
t o  s e l l  h e r  h o r s e .  l f e e l  l i k e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p

counse lo r .  l f  a  husband  and  w i f e  come
in,  l 'm not  go ing to  say to  the wi fe ,  "Wel l ,

maybe  you  j us t  go t  t he  w rong  husband

and  we  shou ld  s ta r t  t h i nk ing  abou t
ge t t i ng  you  a  d i f f e ren t  one . "  A  ho rse  i s  a
l iv ing,  breath ing creature that  is  o f ten-

t imes ,  espec ia l l y  t o  a  woman ,  a  f am i l y

member .  We  have  a  re l a t i onsh ip  and  a
commi tmen t  t o  i t .

I t ' s  in  our  na ture  to  nur tu re ,  wh ich ,  in
genera l ,  becomes t rea t ing  horses  l i ke
b ig  puppy dogs .  But  what  horses  rea l l y
look  fo r  i s  the  same th ing  ch i ld ren  look
for  f  rom a  mother - lov ing  leadersh ip .

I  o f t en  ask  aud iences ,  "When  do  k i ds
bother  you?"  And every  mom says,
"When  l 'm  on  t he  phone . "  Why  i s  t ha t?
Why  does  a  k i d  bug  you  when  you ' re  on
the  phone?  Why  does  a  ho rse  mess  w i t h
you  when  you ' re  no t  pay ing  a t t en t i on?
The  answer  i s :They ' r e  des igned  to  mess
w i th  you  when  they  can .  l t ' s  j us t  t he i r
na tu re  t o  con t i nue  t o  check  ou t  t he
leade rsh ip  pos i t i on  a t  a l l  t imes .

We  have  m is i n te rp re ted  a  ho rse  com ing
in to  ou r  pe rsona l  space  as  mean ing ,
"He  l i kes  me . "  l t  doesn ' t  necessa r i l y

mean  tha t .  A  ho rse  wou ldn ' t  come  i n to

the personal  space of  the lead horse.
Horses have a very  d i f ferent  thought
p rocess  t han  humans  do .

I  don ' t  spend  a  l o t  o f  t ime  ta l k i ng  abou t
goals  anymore because we a l l  share the
same goal : to  go anywhere,  anyt ime,
and  do  any th ing  w i t h  a  ho rse  and  have
fun do ing i t .  l f  you have that  goal ,  the
poss ib i l i t i e s  a re  end  l ess .

Learn more about Karen Scholl on-line
at karenscholl.com.

Cloning Decision
T H E  A M E R T C A N  Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  A S S O C | A T | O N ' , S
board of directors delayed action on a member-directed
proposal to change AQHA RuIe 227(a) to allow a live
foal produced via a particular type of cloning to be reg-
istered if its DNA matches that of a registered Quarter
Horse. Citing a need for more information, the decision
has been postponed until the 2010 AQHA Convention.
In the meantime, the board recommended a task force

continue to seek information regarding cloning and
determine how registering cloned horses could affect the
association and its members. The rule change was first
proposed at the 2008 AQHA Convention. (For more
on cloning, see "Carbon Copies," in the December 2008
Western Horseman.)

Stay updated on this issue and more on the Web at
wh horsemansh i p.word press.com.

35 wEsrERr{ HoRsErlrAr I MAY 2oo9


